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Monday,  December 8 - Immaculate Conception  

  8:00 a.m.   Frank Mancuso (Mancuso Family) 

10:00 a.m.   Bernard V. Jakub, Jr. (Parents) 

  7:30 p.m.   Laskowski Family (Ceil Reiman)  

Tuesday,  December 9 - St. Juan Diego 

  8:00 a.m.   Anniv. Edward Elder (Helen Elder) 

Wednesday,  December 10 
  8:30 a.m.   George Kern (Gil & Michele Kowalski) 

Thursday,  December 11 - St. Damasus I 

  8:00 a.m.   Jim Machin (Richard & Rose LoPinto) 

Friday,     December 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe 

  8:00 a.m.   George Kern (Denk Family) 

Saturday,  December 13 - St. Lucy 

  8:00 a.m.   Anniv. John Staniszewski (Mrs. Staniszewski) 

  4:00 p.m.   Birth. Michael Drevitch (Patty Cummings, Mike & Josh) 

Sunday,  December 14 - Third Sunday of Advent 

  8:00 a.m.   Dorothy Trovato (Bucci Family) 

10:00 a.m.   For the Parish 

12:00 p.m.   Anniv. Albert Andia (Emily Gallagher) 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

CHILDRENôS LITURGY OF THE WORD - Saint Sylvester 

Parish Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word is held at the 10:00 a.m. 

Mass on Sundays.  Volunteers are needed to coordinate and plan 

these Liturgies (leaders must be over 18).  If you have a willing-

ness to share your faith and to pray with children please consider 

assisting with this wonderful ministry.  We are looking to have 

several teams who volunteer on a rotational basis.  For more in-

formation or to become a part of this ministry please contact Dea-

con Ralph at 412-882-8593 x322 or  

deaconralph@saintsylvesterparish.org. 

 

WITH SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS - Virginia Graham Har-

genrader was buried from our parish this past week.  We express 

our deepest sympathy to her family and offer them our prayers. 

 

REBORN IN CHRIST - Madelyn Alexis Bumba, Matthew Don-

ald Joseph and Kamden Michael Schott were baptized in our par-

ish this past week.  We rejoice with their parents and thank God 

for the gift of new life in our midst. 

 

BAPTISM SEMINAR - Our next pre-Baptism Seminar will be 

held on Monday, January 26th at 7:45 p.m. in the Rectory.  Par-

ents planning to have a baby baptized within the next few months 

must attend this seminar.  Godparents are also invited but do not 

have to attend. 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY - Scripture Study is held every Tuesday 

evening, at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory Meeting Room.  All are in-

vited to come and learn more about the sacred scriptures of the 

Bible. 

 

ST. NICHOLAS PANCAKE BREAKFAST - The Pancake 

Breakfast is this Sunday in the Church Hall. Breakfast will be 

served from 8:30-12. Tickets may be purchased at the door. 

Thanks for supporting the Youth Ministry Program! 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS - If you would still like to purchase 

Christmas cards you can contact Laureen at 412-884-8951. Their 

sales support the work of P.C.U.C.ðPeople Concerned for the 

Unborn Child.  They are the oldest and largest Pro-Life Educa-

tional Organization in Pennsylvania.  There will be several de-

signs to choose from.  Please support their worthy work!!  Thank 

you in advance for your help. 

 

STOCKING STUFFER - our Music Director, Jason Coll, will 

have his new CD, ñInspirationò, on sale begin-

ning December 13th.  You can purchase a copy 

from him after Mass or anytime in the Rectory 

Office.  The price is $20 with a portion of the 

proceeds going to St. Sylvester Church. 

 

 

SERVERS FOR 8:00 A.M . 

 

December 9-10 - C. Jones & N. Zdrojewski 

 

December 11-13 - M. Ianachione & D. Betz 

    4:00 p.m.             8:00 a.m.           10:00 a.m.       12:00 Noon 

Lectors: 

D. Nizan 

 

D. Kirsch 

 

N. Levis 

 

J. Boyko 

Eucharistic Ministers:  

L. Kraus M. L. Pegg T. Lenart T. Yochum 

E. Tipping E. Ringling L. Fries J. Remark 

D. Kovach D. Miller T. Wolfe  L. Scuticchio 

Altar Servers: 

M. Hanley 

P. Carr 

 

B. Long 

M. Long 

 

C. Jones 

A. Harding 

 

M. Ianachione 

J. Denk 

Eucharistic Ministers/Lectors 
Saturday, December13ï Sunday, December 14  

      8:00 a.m.       10:00 a.m.            7:30 p.m. 

Lectors: 

L. Fries 

 

D. Kirsch 

 

M. Jernstrom 

Eucharistic Ministers:  

M. Bredl P. Woods J. Green 

K. Sokac M. Landon J. Kitzinger 

Deacon Ralph Deacon Ralph T. Gruber 

Altar Servers: 

 

F. Wright 

 

C. Jones 

N. Zdrojewski 

 

P. Carr 

S. Tichenor 

 Immaculate Conception - December 8 
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CONGRATULATIONS - to the St. Sylvester Boyôs Varsity 

basketball team!  The boys took 1st place in 

the Bishop McDowell tournament, 1st place 

in the St. Thomas More tournament, and 

came in 2nd place in the Holy Spirit tourna-

ment, losing in the championship game by 

only one point.  Great job!  Good luck with 

the rest of the season! 

 

SCRIP - Donôt forget SCRIP for the holidays!  St. Sylvester 

School currently participates in SCRIPða program where your 

purchases turn into cash for our school.  There is no cost to you at 

allðjust make your order and we will do the rest.  Stop by the 

Rectory and order your SCRIP cards.  We carry hundreds of 

vendorsô cards.  If you donôt see a vendor on the list, check online 

at www.glscrip.com.  We can order cards from any vendor on the 

website list.  Pick up your cards later that week from the Rectory.  

Itôs that easy!  St. Sylvester School then receives a cash contribu-

tion based on SCRIP purchases.  If your family has a student in 

St. Sylvester School, you will receive credit for your personal 

tuition account as well.  SCRIP cards are a favorite gift.  Vendors 

include clothing stores, sporting goods stores, restaurants, hotels, 

vacation destinations, home improvement stores, theaters, and so 

much more!  If youôre not sure which retailer to use, you can al-

ways order the American Express gift card sold in $100 and $200 

increments.  Donôt waitðorder early!  Orders that you wish to 

have in before the Christmas Holiday need to be placed by 9:00 

a.m. on December 15th.  If you have any questions, you may co-

natact Sharon Sedlar at 412-881-4318. 

 

ST. SYLVESTER LOTTERY CALENDARS - You may pur-

chase the Lottery Calendars at the Rectory Office.  These pocket 

calendars are only $30 and pay the indicated amount each day 

($30, $50, or $250 on holidays).  The three digit number on the 

calendar must match the PA state lottery three digit number which 

is drawn at 7:00 p.m.  There are also 12 discount coupons totaling 

$24 to be used at St. Sylvester weekly bingo.  All proceeds bene-

fit St. Sylvester School!  These calendars make great Christmas 

gifts. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! - The ñPot of Gold Galaò will 

be held on March 7, 2009 at the Georgetown Center.  This event 

has not only been an annual St. Sylvester social event, but is also 

the cornerstone of our fund raising for our school for the past 8 

years.  The price of the evening is $30.00 per person which in-

cludes hors dôoeuvres, a delicious dinner and the exciting experi-

ence of the auction.  Tickets will be available in January 2009.  In 

addition to your presence at the ñPot of Gold Galaò, we are seek-

ing additional help from parishioners, friends and alumni of St. 

Sylvester to ensure the success of this important fundraiser.  The 

more help we get, the more successful the event can be.  We are 

seeking donations of items to be auctioned;  gift certificates, jew-

elry, memorabilia, sports equipment, household items, toys, 

monetary donations, etc.  Items can either be dropped off at the 

school or rectory or, if necessary, arrangements can be made for 

items to be picked up.  Please call Sue Hawrylak at 412-881-4469 

for arrangements.  

CAFETERIA/PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION  

MON     8   Cseripko, Pagano, Bakalarski, Reinhart 

TUE      9   Burke, Cerro, Flaherty, Klemm 

WED   10   Moon, Trimbur/Blank, Piccolino, Henke/Zuber 

THU    11   Mooney, Prilla, Schreiner/McKay, Wehunt 

FRI      12   Hoebler, Schmotzer, Bornschlegel, Gerulis 

 

GIVING TREE - The gifts for the Giving Tree must be returned 

no later than December 14th.  The gifts should be wrapped, with 

the bell or card ornament on top.  As always, thank you for hel-

ping the less fortunate share in the joy of Christmas. 

 

GIFTS FOR BABY JESUS - The infant gifts may be placed at 

the Nativity Scene inside of church between Christmas and the 

Feast of Saint Sylvester (December 31st).  These gifts are distri-

buted to Momôs House, Roselia Center and other agencies that are 

Pro-Life and support low income and young mothers who have 

decided to give their child life and love. 

 

SAINT NICHOLASô SOCKS - Once again we will be collec-

ting new socks for the homeless.  Baskets will be located at the 

entrances of church.  Heavy socks, particularly white crew socks, 

are the best donation, but any new socks will be accepted, along 

with warm scarves, hats and gloves.  After the collection the 

socks are distributed by Dr. Withers of Mercy Hospital, the foun-

der of Operation Safety Net, who makes his rounds on the streets 

of Pittsburgh taking care of the homelessðchecking their feet and 

gfiving them new socks. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY  
 
FOOD BANK - Next Sunday is Food Bank Sunday.  Each season 

brings a particular need for food.  The fall/winter months need 

include:  soups, cereal (hot and cold), hot chocolate mixes, peanut 

butter, jelly, macaroni and cheese, dry muffin mixes, canned fruit, 

spaghetti sauce and pasta.  Consider purchasing bogo items-you 

keep one for your family and give one to the food bank.  Mone-

tary donations are appreciated.  Thank you. 

 

CENTRAL BLOOD BANK - has requested a special blood 

drive on January 11, 2008.  You were extremely generous last 

year with close to 40 pints of blood.  Please mark your calendars 

now and plan to donate for this urgent need. 

 

GOLDEN AGERS - the next meeting for the St. Sylvester group 

is their Christmas meeting on Thursday, December 11, 2008.  If 

you plan on attending this meeting and didnôt sign up then please 

contact Sr. Rosemary at 412-881-1933. 

 

LOOKING FOR A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT? -Consider 

purchasing the Cookbook published by the 

Diocesan Ladies of Charity.  All the recipes 

were submitted by Ladies of Charity mem-

bers from the Diocese including several from 

our own parish members.  The books can be 

obtained from Sr. Rosemary or by seeing 

Debby in the Rectory Office.  The price is 

$15.00. 
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COOKIE BAKING & CHRI STMAS PARTY - Sunday, De-

cember 14th. All youth in grades 7-12 are invited to join us for 

this Christmas event. We will be meeting in the Church Hall at 1 

pm to bake cookies for Meals on Wheels. Since we are donating 

the cookies that we are baking, this counts as service hours. After 

we've finished baking the cookies, we'll go over to the Youth Ro-

om for our Christmas Party. If you'd like to be in the gift exchan-

ge, please bring a (wrapped) $5 unisex gift. Bring some friends 

with you, too! 

 

CHURCH DECORATING  - You and your families are invited 

to come help decorate the Church for Christmas on Sunday, De-

cember 21 at 2 pm. After weôre done decorating the Church, we 

will be making luminaries in the Church Hall.  

 

LUMINARIES  - We are once again be selling Luminaries to be 

lit around the Church on Christmas Eve. We will be making the 

Luminaries after we decorate the Church for Christmas. If you are 

able to help set up the Luminaries on Christmas Eve in the after-

noon please call the Youth Ministry office. 

 

 

 
 
ST. SYLVESTER BINGO - is held on Wednesday evening of 

every week in the Church Hall. 

Time:   7:00 PM for Early Birds:  7:30 PM for regular games 

Cost:   $11.00 for the first packet of nine cards which includes 

 the magic number: 

         $8.00 for the second packet and 

          $6.00 for each packet thereafter. 

Early Birds, Speedos, Winner-Take-All, 8-Ball and Jackpot are 

extra.  
 
The special food item this week is Meatball Sandwich. 
 
NOTE: - St. Sylvester Bingo is now non-smoking! 

 

THE WOMENôS GUILD ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

is on Monday, December 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.  

The women will recite the Rosary at 7:00 p.m.  After a few brief 

announcements, the party will begin and Mrs. Santa Claus will 

entertain!  A delicious assortment of appetizers and sweets will be 

served following the program.  Please bring an unwrapped gift for 

the women of Bethlehem Haven such as personal grooming aids, 

sweaters, sleepwear, sweat suits, underwear, (all in large sizes), 

slippers, warm socks, scarfs, gloves, purses, wallets.  All women 

of both St. Sylvester and St. Norbert are invited to help us cele-

brate this beautiful, holy season.  Bring a guest for just $3.00. 

 

CRAFT WORKSHOP - PLEASE HELP !! - We have many craft 

kits to work on for next yearôs festival.  Take a couple for the 

long winter months to keep you busy.  Please call Pat Woods at 

412-884-7308 for more information. 

 

MARKET DAY - Weôd like to thank everyone who supported 

our December Market Day sale!  Market Day is pleased to anno-

unce that you will be entered for a chance to win a cruise onboard 

the Disney Wonder or over 1,000 other great prizes when you 

order in January.  Winners will be selected every week, so order 

early.  Look for your January order guide to come home soon. 

 

STAND UP TO CANCER - Please help Angelina Cerro and the 

St. Sylvester School Student Council ñRecycle for a Differenceò . 

The Student Council is recycling cans to raise money for Gildaôs 

Club.  Gildaôs Club is an organization that creates welcoming 

communities of free support for everyone living with cancer 

along with their families and friends.  Gildaôs Club is a place 

where people learn how to live with cancer, whatever the out-

come.  All money collected will be presented to Gildaôs Club by 

our student council.  This will take place at the annual ñThe Have 

a Heart by Rudy and Friendsò benefit held in the spring.  Bags of 

cans can be dropped off (in the marked bin) outside of the school 

entrance.  Bags will be collected every Tuesday and Thursday 

throughout the school year.  Any money collected after the bene-

fit date will also be donated to Gildaôs Club through the end of 

the school year.  Thank you for supporting the Club that offers 

cancer support for the whole family the whole time.  For ques-

tions please contact Tricia at 412-882-8688. 

Report for Week-end of November 22-23, 2008 
 

ñNo one shall come before the Lord empty handed, but each of 

you with as much as he can give in portion to the blessings 

which the Lord, your God, has bestowed upon you.ò (Deut. 6:17) 
 

Collection Envelopes Amount 

Regular Offertory               578 $10,068.08 

School Support                   5 $60.00 

Total               583 $10,128.08 

Thank you for your generosity to our parish. 

Report for Week-end of November 29-30, 2008 
 

ñNo one shall come before the Lord empty handed, but each of 

you with as much as he can give in portion to the blessings 

which the Lord, your God, has bestowed upon you.ò (Deut. 6:17) 
 

Collection Envelopes Amount 

Regular Offertory               539 $10,371.65 

School Support                 12 $128.00 

Total               551 $10,499.65 

Thanksgiving 

Retired Religious 
              177 

              223 

$2,046.49 

$5,010.26 

November Debt 

Reduction 
 $1,715.00 

Thank you for your generosity to our parish. 
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8:30 a.m. MassðMondayðSaturday in in the Chapel 

SUNDAY ,   DEC. 7ï SECOND SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  
4:00 p.m .(Sat.)- John Metzler ( Bill & Joyce McGrady) 

9:00 a.m.ï  David Palmer ( Wife & Family) 

11:00 a.m.ï Rita Holzer ( Dolores White) -  

M ONDAY ,  DEC. 8ï IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION   

OF THE   BLESSED VIRGIN  MARY  

 9:00 amï Mary Ann Pail ( Henry & Rose Deffner & Son) 

4:00 pmï Patricia Lawrence ( Doris Englert) 

TUESDAY,  - DEC. 9ï ADVENT  WEEKDAY  

 8:30 a mï Annett & Charles Stein ( Daughter)  

 WEDNESDAY, ï  DEC. 10ï ADVENT  WEEKDAY   

 8:30 a.m.  -  Happy Birthday Cathy Majeski from Dad 

THURSDAY,  - DEC. 11ï ADVENT  WEEKDAY  

 8:30 a mï Mary Rose Evans ( Henry & Rose Deffner) 

 FRIDAYï DEC. 12ï OUR LADY  OF GUADULUPE  

  8:30 a.m.ï Carroll Avery ( Mother) 

SATURDAY ,ï DEC. 13ï LUCY, MARTYR  

8:30 a.m.  -  Patricia Lawrence ( Tom & Rita Claire Koenig) 

4:00 p.m.ï John Metzler ( Mary & George Casciato)   

SUNDAY , THIRD  SUNDAY  OF ADVENT   

 9:00 a.m. - Birth. Mary Milinski ( Kelly Cummings) 

11:00 a.m. ïRita Holzer ( Joyce & Bill McGrady)  

  

  

SAINT NORBERT  

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE BREAKFAST  

Sunday, December 14th.   9am to 12:30 pm 

In the Church Hall.  
Juice, Fruit Cup, Pancakes, Sausage, Tea or Coffee.  Adults: 

$6.50, Children 10 & under: $4.00, Children under 3: Free 
 
SANTA  HAS PROMISED TO STOP BY! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK The sick and shut-ins are depending on 

your prayers to support them in their suffering and illness.  Please 

remember the sick of St. Norbert Parish in your prayers:   

Frank Violi,  Tom Hipkiss, Theodore Wolovich,  Dori Sites,  Marga-

ret Schotoff, Mary Waskowiak, Anna Cummings, Chuck Scheider, 

Ann Lapeccerella, Jeanne OôToole, Theresa George, Helen Kelly, 

Jared Carr, Sheila Hanna,  Grace Conley, James Passanante, Anne 

Undereiner,   Pat Gilmore, Robert W. Mitts Jr., Samuel Reston, 

Sharon Harmon, Ethel Thomas, Joseph Kiggins, Gordon C. Gladdon, 

Jimmy Johnston,   Virginia Jessop,  Lee Ann Vietmeier, Dorothy 

Brizek, Dolores Grimm, Buzz Mastandrea, Margaret Ranft Smith, 

Michelle GuckesðStorey, Dorothy Fitzgerald,  Elizabeth Buller,  Joe 

& Ruth Lazar, Richard Kozlowski,   Marion Safko, Douglas Kmonk, 

Rita Yozetich, Frederick Sanctis,  Vicki McCue, Rita Crnovic, John 

Nalepa, Marguerite McBride, Dorothy Huber, Gene Reis, Edward 

Carney  Tom Laurent,  Gary Rodgers, Bertha Peterson, Paulette 

Guckes, Ruth Nalepa, Warren McGuire, Elizabeth Buller, Joan 

McGuire, Bud Belan and Rosemary Tritschler. 
 
If you know of anyone whose name should be added to the 

prayer list, please call the rectory. Please also call if you know of 

any names that can be deleted from the list. 
 
 

    4:00 p.m.                        9:00 a.m.           11:00 a.m.        

Lectors:  

B. Coll Sr. Denise K. Cummings 

Ministers of the Eucharist:  

P. Obeldobel E. Barone I.M. Bichler 

D. Goyak S. Dusch R. Woods 

Altar Servers:    

 Kevin Cummings A. Wilharm 

 Brad Mauser S. Wilharm 

Ministers at the AltarðDec. 13-14 

 

Readings for the Week of December 7, 2008 

Sunday  Second Sunday of Advent 

 Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8 

Monday The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 

 Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 

 Lk 1:26-38  

Tuesday Saint Juan Diego, hermit 

 Is 40:1-11; Ps 96; Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday Is 40:25-31; Ps 103; Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday Saint Damasus I, pope 

 Is 41:13-20; Ps 145; Mt 11:11-15 

Friday Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 

 Ps 1; Lk 1:26-38 or 1:39-47 

Saturday Saint Lucy, virgin, martyr 

 Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent 

 Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 

 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

PRAYER OF THE  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vir-

gin Mary, did prepare a worthy dwelling place for thy son, we 

beseech thee that as by the forseen death of this, thy Son, thou 

did preserve her from all stain, so too thou would permit us puri-

fied through her intercession, to come unto thee.   
 
Through the same Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son, who lives and 

reigns with thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, god, world with-

out end. 

AMEN 


